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Message from the County Executive INFORMATION COLLECTED FROM

CENSUS 2000
Census 2000 data for population and
housing include general characteristics
and sample characteristics. The general
characteristics are the basic
demographic information collected from
the short census form in which seven
questions were asked about every
person and housing unit in the United
States.  The data from the short form
include categories race and Hispanic or
Latino origin, age, gender, household
relationship, and tenure and vacancy
status of housing.  Census data collected
from the short form are being released
from spring through fall 2001.

Sample characteristics including all
de ta i led  soc ioeconomic  and
demographic  ca tegor ies  a re
tabulated on the basis of the long
census form.  Data from those
sample  ques t ionnai res  wi l l  be
provided on education, occupation,
ethnic origins, income and poverty,
employment, physical and social
characteristics of housing. Detailed
demographic and socioeconomic
data from Census 2000 will  be
available beginning from winter
2001 through spring 2003.

CENSUS DATA ACCESSIBLE FROM

OFFICIAL WEB SITES

Data from the 2000 census can be
accessed through American
FactFinder (factfinder.census.gov),

Thank you, for making Census 2000 a success in Baltimore County.  Data from the
Census will be used by government agencies, community groups, consultants, students,
and others to prepare reports, studies, and to examine and evaluate current and future
policies and programs.  Census data will also be used to reallocate resources at all
levels of government.  Census data are the fundamental elements in formulating plans,
and funding programs and services for local communities.  The first sets of numbers to
be released by the Census Bureau are total population, population by race or Hispanic
or Latino origin, and total numbers for persons 18 years and over.  These figures will be
used to determine representation in Annapolis, Washington DC, and to redraw county
council district lines.

This is the first in a series of newsletters dedicated to the dissemination of Census data
in Baltimore County.  As data is released from the Census Bureau, Census 2000 will
feature highlights of that data that relate to Baltimore County.

This first newsletter highlights Baltimore County’s population as of April 1, 2000 and
examines changes in the county’s population since 1990.  Baltimore County gained
62,158 new citizens over the last ten years.  The areas of Randallstown, Perry Hall-
White Marsh, and Reisterstown-Owings Mills had the greatest increase in population.
These areas represent growth areas where Baltimore County has invested in substantial
improvements for new roads, parks, and schools.  Essex, Dundalk-Turners Station,
and North Point experienced some loss in population.  These areas are designated
community conservation areas where the county has invested considerably in the
rehabilitation of infrastructure for roads, schools, and alleys.

Future newsletters will highlight detailed changes in population and housing characteristics.
Census 2000 will summarize key elements of that data as it is released.

More detailed information from the Census is available on the following web sites:
Census Bureau’s web site:  http://factfinder.census.gov, the Maryland State Data Center
web site: http://www.op.state.md.us/MSDC/, Baltimore Metropolitan Council web site:
http://www.baltometro.org/.

These links may be accessed from the Baltimore County Office of Planning home
page.

C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger



an electronic system developed by the
U.S. Census Bureau for disseminating
census data to a variety of data users.
American FactFinder enables the user
to view or map census data, which will
assist in understanding the changing
demographics of an area like Baltimore
County, and  to draw profiles for the
nation, state, region, county, or
community.  The Maryland Department
of Planning also is providing the public
with databases of 1990 and  2000
geographies for the state, counties,
incorporated towns, and census
designated places on the department’s
website at www.mdp.state.md.us.  In
addition, the Baltimore Metropolitan
Council posts Census 2000 dates at the
level of regional planning districts on
their web site at www.baltometro.org.

Census Data Available for the
County.  In March 2001, the U.S.
Census Bureau released counts for the
total population for cities, towns,
counties, and small geographic areas
in the state of Maryland.  The new
census data help identify population
trends for Baltimore County and by
small areas within the county.

Preliminary Information The
Largest Jurisdiction in Region.
On the Census Day (April 1, 2000),
Baltimore County’s resident
population was 754,292.  The county

is now the largest jurisdiction in the
Baltimore region.  The county is also
the third largest jurisdiction in
Maryland, behind Montgomery and
Prince George’s counties.

Between 1990 and 2000, the county
gained a population of 62,158 (or 6,215
people a year), the second largest
growth in the region and fourth largest
in the state.  This growth represents
a 9 percent increase from Census
1990, which was the greatest
decennial change since 1970, as
shown in the chart below.

Population concentration in older
communities and growth areas.   In
Baltimore County, the highest population
concentration occurred in the twenty-
two regional planning districts (RPDs)
that are completely or predominantly
within the Urban Rural Demarcation
Line (URDL) (Map 1).  In 2000, about
684,436 or 90 percent of the county’s
population resided in these RPDs. In
comparison, in 1990, there were 633,473
people or 91.5 percent of the county’s
total population lived in the same RPDs.

Areas with greatest number of
population include Towson-Loch Raven,
Liberty-Lochearn, Perry Hall-White
Marsh, Essex, Reisterstown-Owings
Mill, Greenspring Valley-Pikesville,
Randallstown, Security and Dundalk.

The total population in these areas was
418,187 or 55 percent of Baltimore
County’s total population in 2000.

Largest population growth in areas
designated for planned  growth.  The
largest population growth in Baltimore
County took place in Perry Hall-
White Marsh, Reisterstown-Owings
Mills, and Randallstown (Map 2).
About half (49.5 percent) of the
county’s population  growth was
resulted from population increase in
these three areas.

Between 1990 and 2000, Reisterstown-
Owings Mills grew by 8,285 people;
while Perry Hall-White Marsh grew by
8,967.  Randallstown had the greatest
population growth in the county, adding
13,512 people to the county’s total dur-
ing the last ten years.  Note that the
northern portion of the Randallstown
RPD - the area between the Red Run
and  Winands Road which is part of the
Owings Mills Growth Area - has gained
about 4,000 of new residential units
since 1990.  The substantial growth in
housing constructions in this area has
in fact resulted in an increase in popu-
lation in the Randallstown RPD.

Besides Reisterstown-Owings Mills
and Randallstown, other areas in the
western county within the URDL also
demonstrated a significant growth in
population.  Areas including Catonsville,
Security, Liberty-Lochearn, and
Greenspring Valley-Pikesville together
increased by 18,336 in population, con-
tributing to 29 percent of the county’s
population growth from 1990 to 2000.

Population change in the rural
county.  In Baltimore County, by 2000,
the population in the nine RPDs that are
completely or mostly outside of the
URDL was 69,856 or 9 percent of the
county’s total population (Map1).
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Total Population and Population Change, 1970 - 2000

1970 1980 1990 2000
Total Population 621,077 655,615 692,134 754,292

1970-1980 1980-1990 1990-2000
Population Change —- 34,538 36,519 62,158
Percent Change —- 5.56% 5.57% 8.98%

Source: U.S. Bureau of The Census, 1970, 1980, 1990, and 2000 Censuses of Population



These RPDs accounted for 18 percent
(or 11,195 people) of the county’s popu-
lation growth between 1990 and 2000
(Map 2).  The population growth in
these RPDs was concentrated in des-
ignated rural residential areas includ-
ing Chestnut Ridge, Hereford, Jackson-
ville, and Kingsville.

Among the rural RPDs, the largest
growth in population (5,370 persons)
was recorded in the Chestnut Ridge-
Worthington RPD.  The new residen-
tial developments, including the Mays
Chapel Village, Mays Chapel North,
Chapel Gate, Worthington Park, and
Velvet Hill South, have resulted in more
than one thousand new units since 1990
and are located within the Community
Conservation Areas or Owing Mills
Growth Area.   These new residential
developments have contributed to an
increase of 4,171 persons in the urban
portion of Chestnut Ridge-Worthington
RPD.

Population transition in southeast-
ern  county.  The areas in the south-
eastern sector of Baltimore County that
include Middle River, Essex, Dundalk,
North Point, and Edgemere are home
to 133,374 or 18 percent of the county’s
total population.  Essex was the fourth
largest and Dundalk ranked the ninth
in population among all the areas in Bal-
timore County.  Between 1990 and
2000, the southeastern sector of the
county experienced a decline in popu-
lation of 6,244.  Nonetheless, this
change between 1990 and 2000 was
the smallest decenninal population shift
in this area since 1970.

The areas’ demographic characteristics
such as the age structure and household
size that will be available in summer
and fall this year may help further
explain the change in total population.
Note that in the 1990s, the county’s
comprehensive strategy for redeveloping
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old, multi-family housing communities had
eliminated about 2,000 substandard units
in communities in the southeastern sector
of the county.  The removal of densely
concentrated substandard housing units
in these areas contributed to the reduction
in population in the 1990’s.

IMPLICATIONS OF CENSUS
DATA IN PLANNING

The concentration of population in the
urban areas illustrates that Baltimore
County has been successful in maintaining
the urban communities as vibrant,
attractive places to live and raise families.
Conversely, those areas also pose the
greatest challenges to providing public
services such as transportation, schools,
parks, and public safety.  The largest
population increase has been concentrated
in areas including Perry Hall-White
Marsh, Reisterstown-Owings Mills,
Randallstown  RPDs, and the west
portion of Chestnut Ridge-Worthington,
in which the county’s two designated
growth areas were established.  These
areas’ population growth reflects the
county’s effort in encouraging better-
planned, environmentally sensitive growth
and promoting a level of a high quality of
residential and economic development in
these premier locations.

Population decline in the southeastern
county points out that the county’s
sustained prosperity will require a
continued strategy in reinvesting in old
communities not only in the
southeastern sector but also throughout
the county.  The redevelopment of a
large number of aging multi-family
housing properties, as well as
improvement in the infrastructure, is one
of the major components of the
county’s comprehensive community
redevelopment plan in the near future.

The new census data further imply
the necessity of future planning
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RPD Regional Planning District Number of Number of Actual Percent
No. (RPD) Persons Persons Change Change

301 HEREFORD-MARYLAND LINE 13,113 11,394 1,719 15.09%

302 PRETTYBOY 4,025 4,406 -381 -8.65%

303 FOWBLESBURG 4,284 3,947 337 8.54%

304 SPARKS 7,436 5,332 2,104 39.46%

305 JACKSONVILLE 10,834 9,547 1,287 13.48%

306 REISTERSTOWN-OWINGS MILLS 43,049 34,764 8,285 23.83%

307 CHESTNUT RIDGE-WORTHINGTON 13,534 8,164 5,370 65.78%

308 LUTHERVILLE 24,608 23,704 904 3.81%

309 COCKEYSVILLE-TIMONIUM 25,368 24,800 568 2.29%

310 FORK 7,001 6,829 172 2.52%

311 HARRISONVILLE 4,357 4,345 12 0.28%

312 RANDALLSTOWN 39,635 26,123 13,512 51.72%

313 GREENSPRING VALLEY-PIKESVILLE 39,652 33,084 6,568 19.85%

314 RUXTON 5,243 4,909 334 6.80%

315 TOWSON-LOCH RAVEN 64,848 63,058 1,790 2.84%

316 PARKVILLE 33,337 32,795 542 1.65%

317 PERRY HALL-WHITE MARSH 54,648 45,681 8,967 19.63%

318 KINGSVILLE 5,272 4,697 575 12.24%

319 LIBERTY-LOCHEARN 55,872 51,713 4,159 8.04%

320 OVERLEA 16,038 15,727 311 1.98%

321 ROSSVILLE 12,459 9,995 2,464 24.65%

322 CHASE-BOWLEY’S QUARTERS 17,671 17,506 165 0.94%

323 SECURITY 38,268 34,295 3,973 11.58%

324 CATONSVILLE 33,555 29,919 3,636 12.15%

325 ARBUTUS-LANSDOWNE 35,840 35,259 581 1.65%

326 ROSEDALE 10,971 10,523 448 4.26%

327 MIDDLE RIVER 17,307 18,099 -792 -4.38%

328 ESSEX 44,513 46,493 -1,980 -4.26%

329 DUNDALK 37,702 39,656 -1,954 -4.93%

330 NORTH POINT 24,776 26,161 -1,385 -5.29%

331 EDGEMERE 9,076 9,209 -133 -1.44%

BALTIMORE COUNTY TOTAL 754,292 692,134 62,158 8.98%
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Total Population and Population Change by Regional Planning District, 1990 and 2000
Baltimore County, Maryland

Source:  The U.S. Bureau of the Census: 1990 and 2000 Censuses of Population
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programs to incorporate population
growth trends to identify the scope
of issues on the future development
and growth management at both
regional and local levels.  The large
population size and growth raise
concerns over future land use patterns
of new development.  This is
especially true for the county’s urban
areas where a high concentration of
population continued to occur during
the 1990s.  To accommodate such a
large base or growth of population,
strategies including the promotion of
healthy and cohesive neighborhoods,
improvement of functional and
efficient transportation networks, and
reinvestment in infrastructure and
aging housing stock are essential to
ensuring attractive communities in the
urban areas of the county.

The rapid population increase in Perry
Hall-White Marsh, Reisterstown-
Owings Mills, and Randallstown
demonstrates the importance of the
Smart Growth efforts to retain the
sustainable, aesthetic growth and
balance the rapid growth and land use
in these areas.  The population growth
in these areas also highlights the
prominence for a continuation of
protection of nearby rural residential,
agricultural, and resource preserva-
tion areas from the future
development and increasing
suburbanization in the county.

In response to these concerns,
growth management initiatives at the
regional and local levels need to be
strengthened to add new incentives
and programs intended to better

manage the pattern of new
development and population growth.
Incorporating principles of  Smart
Growth should help address potential
issues on environment, housing, urban
design, transportation, infrastructure,
and capital expenditures, as the
county and region continue to
develop.
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For more information
please contact

Kui Zhao..................410-887-3521

Jeff Mayhew............410-887-3521

Ervin McDaniel........410-887-3522


